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What does “a day without space” look like? Space policy wonks have been discussing and 
debating this notion for years. The premise is simple: America’s national and economic security 
relies on our space-based infrastructure. From the “blue dot” on our phones, to weather 
prediction, communication, financial and transportation systems and countless other services,  
“a day without space” would be a dramatic loss of America’s way of life. But few people realize  
how dependent we all have become on space. 

But our adversaries have realized it and have plans to cut us off from our vital infrastructure 
should conflict arise. 

The recent public disclosure and debate over the possibility of a Russian nuclear weapon in 
space should drive home the point, but the discussion is shrouded by uncertainty and a failure 
to explain plainly to the American people why space matters, how we are all impacted by what 
happens above. Creating the U.S. Space Force was a great start, but the Trump administration must 
do even more to protect our space capabilities, especially considering the fact that the Golden 
Dome system is not designed to defend against a covert nuclear weapon detonated in space, and 
the system itself is vulnerable to nuclear effects.

What follows is a hypothetical Presidential address to the nation after such a device is used 
to cripple space infrastructure after earthbound geopolitical actions take a turn for the worse. 
Hypothetical, but plausible and a vivid reminder of why we can never allow “a day without space” 
to actually happen….

NSSA is the only U.S. trade association dedicated solely to promoting the health and vitality of the U.S. national security 
space enterprise (Title 10 and Title 50) and its supporting industry partners. For more information, including how to 
join the Association, please visit us at www.nssaspace.org.

The views expressed herein are solely those of the author and do not reflect the views  
of the Association or its member companies.
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March 07, 2027
Remarks of the President  

Emergency State of the Union Address  
as Prepared for Delivery

The United States Capitol

Mr. Speaker. Mr. Vice President. Members of Congress. My Fellow Americans.

Tonight, America’s way of life, as well as the way of life of most countries around the world, has been grievously 
harmed by what was once unthinkable: Vladimir Putin’s criminal detonation of a nuclear device in space. I 
understand that many Americans will not be able to watch this broadcast live due to numerous communication 
outages resulting from this heinous act. I am imploring Americans to remain calm as we seek to retore vital 
services throughout the country. Our priority is on restoring emergency services, stabilizing the energy sector, 
and bringing back the degraded transportation sector. Although markets have dropped dramatically, our 
nation’s financial systems are intact but may remain impacted for some time. I am urging patience as we seek 
to recover essential services such as weather prediction, air, sea and ground transport, and communication 
that we all have become reliant on. Unfortunately, I must report to the American people that the vital GPS 
system we have come to depend on for so much in our modern lives is no longer operable. Additionally, NASA 
is preparing an emergency mission to bring home our brave astronauts onboard the international space station 
which is no longer habitable.

The U.S. military, although severely impacted by this act is on highest alert, and we are not anticipating further 
military action by Russia against the U.S.. Although this heinous act was precipitated by the collapse of the 
Russian military in Ukraine, we are not currently seeing indications that Russia will use nuclear weapons in 
Ukraine, although we cannot rule that out. However, I must report to you that we see indications that China 
may be using this opportunity to begin preparing for an assault on Taiwan, knowing the U.S. military has lost 
significant and vital space-based services which provide us essential intelligence, communications and the 
ability to command and control our forces dispersed around the globe.

Although the impacts will be hard on us for the near future, America is resilient and we will come through 
this as a nation united. For too long, we have taken our superiority in space for granted and allowed our 
adversaries to develop the means to cripple our space assets without a direct attack on the U.S. homeland. As 
we now know, such an attack impacts almost every aspect of our way of life. 

Tonight, I am directing the Department of Defense to take the lead in a whole of nation effort to restore 
our dominance in space and to ensure no nation can ever threaten our way of life again. The Space Defense 
Initiative will complement the Golden Dome program and require the efforts of not just our defense and 
intelligence communities but the full support of all federal agencies and the entrepreneurs and innovators in 
our industrial base. 

I know that your life has been impacted by this egregious act of violence perpetrated by Vladimir Putin, against 
us and all nations that rely on space for essential services. Know that we are working around the clock to 
restore our vital space infrastructure and that we will never let our adversaries take advantage of us again.

We are the United States of America.  
There is nothing beyond our capacity when we act together!  
May God bless you all, and may God protect our troops.


